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Redevelopment Authority key component of Lafayette
comp plan
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Between 2009 and 2012, the East Baton Rouge Redevelopment
Authority was responsible for creating 760 new housing units,
creating and retaining 3,350 jobs, and generating $8.2 million in
local taxes in blighted areas of the parish, Walter Monsour,
president and chief executive officer, said Tuesday.

Monsour was the featured speaker at a Plan Lafayette Week event
hosted by the Greater Lafayette Chamber of Commerce. Plan
Lafayette Week ends Wednesday . It has involved a series of
events to introduce concepts and tools proposed as part of
Lafayette’s comprehensive plan.

One of the components of the proposed comprehensive plan is
creation of a redevelopment authority that could acquire blighted
properties and make them available for new housing and other
development.

“We’ve got nearly 1,000 adjudicated properties in the parish, the
vast majority in old neighborhoods in the core of the city,” said
Kevin Blanchard, chief development officer for Lafayette
Consolidated Government . “Without a redevelopment authority,
we do not have the tools necessary to make a real impact in the
day-to-day lives of residents.”

The redevelopment authority is a “big priority” in the comprehensive
plan, Blanchard said. The Greater Lafayette Chamber of
Commerce is spearheading a local effort to restart the authority, he
said.

State legislation created two local redevelopment authorities, one
for northern Lafayette, primarily districts 3 and 4, and another for
the entire parish, Blanchard said. Both are dormant and unfunded.
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After Tuesday’s event, Brandon Shelvin, City-Parish councilman for
District 3, said more than 80 percent of the blighted properties in
the parish are in districts 3 and 4.

The North Lafayette Redevelopment Authority is dormant partly
because there are so many appointing authorities and the
qualifications of the board members are so specific, Shelvin said.
Some are appointed by local legislators, some by the council and
one by the city-parish president. They must include representatives
of various professions including a banker, attorney and real estate
representative, he said.
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